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mortars which the Anarchists themselves had
manufactured in small village smithies behind the
front.

If treason was perpetrated at Malaga, the betrayal
was not the work of General Ascencio, who in any
case had to be acquitted, but of the Soviet Union,
which refused to deliver arms to a province adminis-
tered by Anarchists. The data will be found in
Koestler's Spanish Testament. While, therefore, a
revolutionary course of events was conceivable from
the end of July to the beginning of August 1936, it
was no longer to be thought of after the battle of
Getafe, which brought the enemy to the suburbs of
Madrid. By that time the political and economic
difficulties had become insuperable. The P.O.U.M.
has been wrongly accused of betrayal. Its only
crime was that it endeavoured to force the pace of
revolution long after the practical conditions for
achieving this object had entirely ceased to obtain.
In this connection it must be conceded that after
their overwhelming successes in Barcelona, Madrid,
Valencia, and Malaga, the revolutionary parties in
Spain had begun to take much too rosy a view of
their struggle against Fascism. They exclusively
took into account the paltry Fascist forces in Spain
itself, unmindful of the coming intervention from
abroad. At that time, too, it was not so much
the people in arms as the parties in arms who were